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UM EVENT TO FOCUS ON CHINA’S ROLE IN U.S. ELECTIONS, CLIMATE
ISSUES
MISSOULA—
With the Beijing Olympics, Tibet and Chinese trade relations making international
headlines, an upcoming program at The University of Montana will foster dialogue about key
issues in U.S.-China relations.
The event, scheduled for Thursday, April 17th, will combine a Webcast beamed from
Washington, D .C ., and an on-site speaker as part of the “China Town Hall Meeting: Local
Connections, Local Reflections” program funded by the National Committee on U.S.-China
Relations.
The program is co-sponsored by the World Affairs Council of Montana and is free and
open to the public.
The Webcast will air at 4:50 p.m. in North Underground Lecture Hall and will feature
noted political analyst Norm Ornstein, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute,
discussing how China will figure as an issue in the 2008 presidential and Congressional
elections.
The Webcast will accommodate questions from the 40 broadcast sites across the nation,
including UM. Questions can be submitted online at

http://events.streamlogics.net/ncuscr/apr 17-08/auditorium/forms/question.asp or e-mailed to
cth08@yahoo.com. A table will be set up on-site so that questions may be submitted during
the Webcast.
Around 6 p.m., the program will go “live” and Banning Garrett, director of the
initiative for U.S.-China Cooperation of Energy and Climate at the Asia Society, will speak on
global climate change in his lecture, “Strategic Interdependence and U.S.-China Cooperation
on Energy and Climate.”
Garrett was the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center’s choice as the featured speaker
for this event because he has the expertise to bridge any apparent divide between the evening’s
two topics, said Terry Weidner, the center’s director.
“Garrett was a respected and articulate political and strategic analyst of China for
decades, so he can certainly address the issues that arise in the W ebcast,” he said. “But he is
now part of a new and important program on global climate change that many on campus have
come to recognize as perhaps even more compelling.”
For more information on the China Town Hall meeting program go to
http.//www.ncuscr.org/cth/. Call the Christopher Marlow, Mansfield Center program
coordinator, at 406-243-2988 for questions about the UM event.
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